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purposes. And they were the result of a com-
petitive process. For those who were not
picked, let me say we’re coming back next
year with over $500 million in new funds for
these kinds of projects, and we will be doing
more.

But the reason it’s important to do it this
way is that we have all these defense tech-
nologies that need to be put to work in the
commercial sector. And in terms of the award
in San Diego, let me remind you that there
are literally thousands of bridges in this coun-
try, thousands, that need repair and a lot of
new ones that need to be built. So if this
technology can be put to work in doing that,
they shouldn’t be able to push anybody else
with a genuinely competitive product out of
the market, because there are so many thou-
sands of bridges that need repair—and cities
and local governments and States are just be-
ginning to face up to those responsibilities—
and because in the 1980’s this country walked
away from its infrastructure needs. So, I
don’t see that as a problem, particularly in
this sector of the economy.

Mr. Culea. You mentioned awards to Re-
dondo Beach, Fullerton, I believe two others.
Most of the awards, though, were out of
State. We have 250,000 defense jobs that
were lost here. What do you say to those peo-
ple who need help?

The President. Most of the awards were
out of State, but California got the lion’s
share of the awards, ran away with the con-
test, as well you would expect, because there
are so many defense workers out of work and
because there’s so much technology capacity.
So the State did very well on this first round,
and I would expect that there will be more
in the second, third, and fourth rounds.

Keep in mind, this was just the first of four
rounds between now and November, and
then next year we’ll have another $500 mil-
lion-plus to put in a whole new round of
these projects. So I would say to them, I’m
going to fund as many of these projects as
possible; I’m working as hard as possible.

I also would point out that in the San
Diego area, two other things have been done
which will help in the base closing and reor-
ganization. There will be a net gain of 5,200
jobs in the San Diego area, and we just re-
leased from export controls $37 billion worth

of computer, supercomputer, and tele-
communications equipment, which will open
new markets and create many thousands of
jobs in California; many of them will be in
southern California.

So I’m moving as quickly as I can on this,
and I hope that the Members of the Congress
will all be as supportive as Congresswoman
Lynn Schenk has been of this project, be-
cause if we had more folks like her who were
willing to fund this project at higher levels,
we can move even more quickly and help
even more California working people.

Defense
Mr. Culea. This being a Navy-Marine

town, there is concern that our military be
prepared for anything in the future. What
can you say to that as far as defense conver-
sion and our ability to be prepared for future
contingencies?

The President. The head of naval re-
search was here today with me, Admiral
Pelaez. He made the point that in a very pro-
found way, this program we announced will
help to keep our defense strong, because we
know that the defense budget’s going to be
reduced. This program will help to use the
commercial research and development sector
to keep the defense technology strong, even
as we’re using defense technologies to create
jobs in the commercial sector. That is, by
putting the two together, we’ll be able to get
a bigger bang for our defense dollar. So that
even though there will be some reduction
in defense spending, we’ll be able to keep
ahead of all of the other countries in the
world and as far as we need to be on tech-
nology.

Mr. Culea. Could you give us an idea of
the control of this money in some defense
contractors? Jobs have been cut, profits go
up, and then bonuses are given to top execu-
tives. What about the control of the money
going to these firms?

The President. Well, first of all, let me
explain what happens now. We have an-
nounced the projects that were worthy and
that won the right to participate in this
project. Now, what will happen is the group
of people from our Government’s side who
work in this area will negotiate with each and
every company to make sure that they put
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up their share of the money and to determine
how they will spend this money.

This money, in almost every case, is not
an overwhelming amount of money for these
companies. What this money will be nec-
essary for is to actually invest in developing
this new product and marketing it commer-
cially. So there won’t be much of an oppor-
tunity for a rake-off here, otherwise the
whole thing will collapse. And they have to
agree in advance not only on a contribution
schedule from their point of view but on
what the money’s going to be spent on. And
I think we’ll avoid those abuses.

Mr. Culea. All right. Mr. President, thank
you so much for sharing your thoughts, and
I hope you get a better seat next time.

The President. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The interview began at 12:02 p.m. The
President spoke via satellite from Room 459 of
the Old Executive Office Building.

Appointment of Executive Director
of the White House Conference on
Aging
October 22, 1993

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed Robert B. Blancato as Executive Di-
rector of the White House Conference on
Aging (WHCOA). The WHCOA, located at
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, serves as a focal point for the develop-
ment of national policy on aging issues.

‘‘Robert Blancato is a leading expert in
aging policy who has been recognized for his
work on numerous occasions,’’ said the Presi-
dent. ‘‘I look forward to his work at the White
House Conference on Aging.’’

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Appointment of United States
Representative to the United Nations
Human Rights Commission
October 22, 1993

The President announced his intention
today to appoint former Congresswoman
Geraldine Ferraro as the U.S. Representative

to the United Nations Human Rights Com-
mission (UNHRC), with the rank of Ambas-
sador.

‘‘In addition to earning her place in our
own country’s political history, Geraldine
Ferraro has been a highly effective voice for
the human rights of women around the
world,’’ said the President. ‘‘As alternate
head of the U.S. delegation to this year’s ses-
sion of the UNHRC, she spoke eloquently
on behalf of women in the former Yugoslavia
and brought all of the parties involved to a
consensus position. I look forward to her con-
tinuing her strong and much-needed advo-
cacy in this new position.’’

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for United States
District Judges
October 22, 1993

The President announced the nomination
today of his choices for four U.S. District
Court vacancies: Donetta Ambrose and Gary
Lancaster, both for the Western District of
Pennsylvania; Wilkie D. Ferguson for the
Southern District of Florida; and Charles A.
Shaw for the Eastern District of Missouri.

‘‘I am committed to giving the American
people a Federal judiciary marked by excel-
lence, by diversity, and by a concern for the
personal security and civil rights of all Ameri-
cans,’’ said the President. ‘‘With these nomi-
nations today, we are giving just that to the
people of Pennsylvania, Florida, and Mis-
souri.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.
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